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-as its reflection in water along with the clouds and stars,
so can there be the reflection of Brahman.  Even in a
little pot of water we do find the reflection of a great ex-
panse of the sky. And it is impossible to say that only
that aakaasa - which is in the water is seen as 'abhraadi
bimba yuktah\ Hence Brahman is the Bimba and the self
is its reflection and also 'cidrupa'.  This is arrived at
from the sastras and from direct experience.  As such it
is not possible to reject it.

Objection : Why can't we say that like the 'ghata-
akasa\ the self in conditioned (avacchinna) by the upaa-
dhi?

Reply : No. The self is that consciousness which is
said to be conditioned by the upadhi; and Brahman
is the consciousness while there are only various conscious-
nesses here. Brahman should have to be outside the sphere
of the conditioned. In the sphere of the conditioned
Brahman is conditioned as the self completely (sarvat-
mana). And if Brahman is outside of the conditioned, he
is no longer the unconditioned. He cannot be every where,
nor can he be the ^sarvaniyanta9, (controlling object) for
the unconditioned cannot be there where the conditioned
is, since that would bring about an unnecessary redupli-
cation.

The avacchedvaadin might argue that the ^padhy
avacchinnatva3 is intended only to explain how the many
forms or appearances come to exist, and that this has not-
hing to do with Brahman that is outside.
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